ACTIVITY OF THE VEGFR/KIT TYROSINE KINASE INHIBITOR CEDIRANIB (AZD2171) IN ALVEOLAR SOFT PART SARCOMA

OBJECTIVES

Alveolar soft part sarcoma (ASPS) is a rare entity making up <1% of soft tissue sarcomas (STS). It is typically indolent but with a high incidence of metastatic disease, usually to lungs, but also unusual sites, such as brain. Response to conventional systemic treatment is poor. This is a preliminary report of the activity of cediranib in this disease.

METHODS

Efficacy and tolerability data were collected for 7 patients (pts) with ASPS; 1 treated in a randomized trial of two cediranib doses ± prophylactic antihypertensive therapy and 6 in a Phase II study in pts with imatinib refractory GIST or other STS. Cediranib was administered once daily PO at an initial dose of 45mg.  Response was assessed using RECIST.

RESULTS

Median age at diagnosis was 30 years (range: 23-70). All pts had pulmonary metastases and 2 had additional sites of disease (brain, bone, intra-abdominal) at study entry. 

Tolerability: Treatment was well tolerated; the most common side effects being fatigue, hoarse voice, hypertension, diarrhoea and sore mouth - generally grade 1-2 and manageable. 1 patient died following surgery for brain metastases.

Objective responses: 5 pts had a confirmed partial response and 2 pts stable disease.

6 patients remain on treatment with a median duration to date of 34 weeks (range15-97)

CONCLUSION

There is no effective systemic treatment for patients with advanced ASPS. These data demonstrate the exciting preliminary activity and safety of chronic administration of cediranib in this disease. Further investigation is warranted. 

